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Division 1 - Purpose, Intent, and Definitions 

Rule 1.00 Purpose and Intent of the Board Rules 

These Board Rules are established under authority of San Diego Municipal Code 
(“Municipal Code”) section 24.0901 et seq. and the City Charter of the City of 
San Diego (“City Charter”) section 144 to establish rules to administer benefits 
consistent with the Board Members’ fiduciary duties. The Board has the power and 
discretion to construe all terms, provisions, conditions and limitations of the plans, 
and to determine all questions arising out of or in connection with the provisions of 
the plans and their administration in any and all cases, including the establishment of 
additional policies, procedures, and rules regarding the same. 

These Board Rules are subordinate to the City Charter, the Municipal Code, and any 
retirement plans established by contracting public agencies. To the extent that these 
Rules are inconsistent with or contradict any provisions contained within the City 
Charter, the Municipal Code, or the retirement plans established by a contracting 
public agency, the terms of the latter documents shall control. 

The Board shall review these Board Rules at least every three years to ensure they 
remain relevant and appropriate. The Board may amend these Board Rules, or may 
waive a Board Rule in a particular instance, provided the Board does not thereby 
violate any terms of the California Constitution, the City Charter, the Municipal 
Code, or an applicable retirement plan established by a public agency participating in 
SDCERS.   

Adopted January 21, 1983; amended July 22, 1994, 
September 17, 2004, December 19, 2008; reviewed 
November 14, 2014; amended March 9, 2018; reviewed 
March 8, 2019; amended January 14, 2022, amended 
January 13, 2023, and September 12, 2025.  

Rule 1.10 Rules Part of Plan Document 

In accordance with Municipal Code section 24.0901 and the Participating 
Agreements, the Board shall identify those rules that are incorporated into Chapter 2, 
Article 4 of the Municipal Code and any retirement plan established by a contracting 
public agency participating in SDCERS as part of its plan documents. To ensure 
compliance with the definitely determinable rule and to maintain the qualified status 
of the plans, any Rule identified as part of a plan document may not be waived 
without a showing of administrative error, estoppel, or other sufficient grounds that 
satisfy the qualification requirements of Internal Revenue Code section 401. 

Adopted December 19, 2008, repealed June 20, 2008; 
amended November 14, 2014, and March 9, 2018; 
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reviewed March 8, 2019; amended January 14, 2022; and 
reviewed September 12, 2025. 

Rule 1.15 Definitions 

Unless otherwise defined, the following definitions shall apply to all Board charters, 
policies, and rules. Any defined terms not noted within the Board rules or herein are 
as stated within the relevant plan documents. 

a. “Active Member” – A person currently employed by the City, Port, or Airport 
who actively participates in and contributes to SDCERS, and who will be 
entitled, when eligible, to receive benefits from SDCERS.  

b. “Airport” – San Diego County Regional Airport Authority. 

c. “Board” – The Board of Administration for SDCERS. 

d. “Board Member(s)” – The 13 individuals who serve on the Board pursuant to 
the City of San Diego City Charter.  

e. “ACFR” – SDCERS’ Annual Comprehensive Financial Report. 

f. “CCO” – SDCERS’ Chief Compliance Officer. 

g. “CEO” – SDCERS’ Chief Executive Officer. 

h. “City” – City of San Diego. 

i. “City Charter” – City of San Diego City Charter. 

j. “DROP” – SDCERS’ Deferred Retirement Option Plan. 

k. “GFOA” – Government Finance Officers Association. 

l. “Independent Non-Board Member” – A Committee Member that is not a 
Board Member.  

m. “IRC” – Internal Revenue Code in Title 26 of the United States Code (26 
U.S.C.). 

n. “IRS” – United States Internal Revenue Service. 

o. “Municipal Code” – San Diego Municipal Code. 

p. “Port” – San Diego Unified Port District.  

q. “PSC” – Purchase of Service Credit. 

r. “SDCERS” – San Diego City Employees’ Retirement System. 

s. “USERRA” – Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights 
Act of 1994 (38 U.S. Code, Chapter 43, section 4301 et. al). 

Adopted November 9, 2018 and renumbered from Rule 
1.10 to Rule 1.15 on January 11, 2019; reviewed March 8, 
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2019; amended January 14, 2022; and reviewed September 
12, 2025. 
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